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Peterborough Rowing Club Equipment/Boat Damage Policy 

  

Approved: March 21, 2016 

 
The most important object of PRC rowing programs is to have individuals row safely.  For this, adherence to the 

Peterborough Rowing Club Safety Policy, and good judgement, are required of all club members. The PRC 

Equipment/Boat Damage Policy is intended to set a standard response to collisions or accidents that have 

occurred in the past, and where all aspects of health and safety have been addressed through appropriate 

implementation of the club’s Safety Policy. 

A. Personnel 

In the event of a collision or accident outside of a sanctioned regatta involving members of the Club (an 

incident), or Club equipment that has been damaged, the club’s Risk Management Committee will meet, 

together with the Head Coach or their delegate, to discuss the incident. Should the permanent members of the 

Risk Management Committee be involved in the incident or be a witness to the incident, then their place will 

be taken by another Board member.  

B. Principles 

1. It is every club member’s responsibility to do their best to avoid collisions, and to anticipate dangerous 

situations despite adverse conditions or the mistakes of others. 

2. When assessing responsibility for damage to equipment, fairness is an overriding principle. 

3. By levying a fine or work done in lieu for damage (a sanction), a sense of responsibility in members may be 

instilled.  

4. A sanction will help to offset the cost of equipment repair which may not necessarily include the equipment 

that was damaged.  

5. PRC is not responsible for covering any costs of privately-owned equipment kept at, or rowed at, the Club; 

indeed members with such equipment should make themselves aware of the insurance options available to 

help protect their property. 

C. Procedure 

1. After an incident, the steps required by the Safety Policy will first be followed, together with reports 

delivered to the appropriate bodies.  

2. The Risk Management Committee will investigate the event by questioning representatives of all the boats 

involved in the incident. Their task will be to determine answers to the following two questions:  

i. Was the incident avoidable given what was it was reasonable to have known at the time?  

ii. Was someone primarily responsible, and if so, who?  

3. A determination will be made as to the cost of repairs, based on estimates submitted by qualified individuals 

for the repair that will clearly outline the work to be undertaken as well as the total cost.  
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4. Once responsibility for the damage has been determined, and the cost assessed, a fine of up to $200.00 per 

member of the responsible crew (including coxswain and coach if applicable) may be levied by the Risk 

Management Committee. Some factors used to determine the amount of the fine will include the nature of the 

incident; regard or disregard of Club Rules; was damage the result of a boat colliding with a stationary object; 

and the cost of the repair. It is not necessary for repair costs to be incurred for a fine to be levied. 

5. In the case of impecunious members, arrangements may be made with the Head Coach, at his/her 

discretion, for fines to be paid over a number of months or work on behalf of the club to be volunteered in lieu 

of the fine.  

6. The Risk Management Committee’s decision about the sanction will be conveyed to the affected members in 

writing and copied to the Board within four weeks of the accident having been reported.  

7. Members who do not fulfil their sanctions will face a variety of penalties that may include not being allowed 

to row at the next regatta, suspension of rowing privileges, re-assignment of equipment, or other penalties to 

be decided by the Board.   

8. Should any member wish to appeal the ruling of the Risk Management Committee, they or their delegate 

must do so in person to the Board at one of the three subsequent Board meetings held immediately after the 

ruling is made. 


